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Boutros’ Story 

 

“Sometimes Europeans see that we have good phones and ask, ‘Why does a refugee have a phone?’ These phones are like 

our visas. If we lose our phones, we lose our lives.” 

 

Boutros now lives in Berlin. He left Syria three years ago after his village was attacked with the goal to reach Europe. His 

phone was one of the most precious things he carried with on his journey.  

 

Boutros used his phone not only for communication, but also as a map. When the battery died in Macedonia (FYROM), just 

before the border with Serbia, he was lost for two days in the mountains without food or water until a shepherd helped him 

find the way. (IOM 2016b) 

 

Source: www.iamamigrant.org  

 

http://www.iamamigrant.org/
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